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1, 1960

W orking with the elders of the Highland Church of Christ in
making the 52 television films has been one of the most inspiring
experiences of my life. It was difficult for me to realize how
much was involved in getting together a talented crew of Christian men to produce the films. They then read every script, making
suggestions quite often, viewed every film, and guided the entire
process of the film making. In addition , they did the work of
raising the money to produce the films. It is impossible for me to
express adequatel y my admiration for their vision, their insight
and their perseverance in a most difficult work.
Working under the direction of John Kirk, and with the other
men who made up the film producing crew, l have come . to
appreciate what can be done when men spend themselves without
reservation in the Lord's work. These men have literally worked
night and day in order to present the gospel on schedule over the
scores of television stations across the country.
All of us gre atly appreciate the interest, the pra yers, and the
financial support that the brotherhood has given to this important
work. As I leave the work, I want to tell all who may chance
to read these lines that I believe that the Highland elders and the
men who work under their direction are capable of doing a very
great work in the y ear ahead. With Brother Holton to lead the
way, I believe th at the finest series ever to be made for the preaching of the gospel by means of television is just beginning . I urgently solicit the continued support of congregations and individual
Christians all across the land in making the new series the success
that it is capable of being.-Batsell B. Baxter.
June 20, 1960
We are really enjoying the program every Sunday morning. Have heard so many say it is the best program of its kind
they have seen. We agree!
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Lyttle
Arcadia Church of Christ
Arcadit, Calif.
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We were privileged to view the pilot film of the new Herald
of .Truth program this week, and it was a real thrill to us. To
see the drain!ltization of Ed Rockey's conversion, and through
·
him, Ted Chivers' ·conversion, was most thrilling to us.
_For years this congregation had been having fellowship
with you in the Herald of Truth program, but we had seen no
tangibl~ results locally. However, about a year ago brother and
sister Ted Chivers moved here from New York and began working with us.
Although brother Chivers has been ill much of the past
year, he has had a part in leading about a dozen people to the
Lord. One of these was a young man who finally made his decision at 3 o'clock in the morning, and was baptized the same
hour of the night! Three days later this young man saw his first
convert, a young lady, baptized into Christ!
Truly, the kingdom of God is like the mustard seed, and as
the pilot film suggested, as it grows its influence extends far
beyond what we can imagine in the beginning. And we have
come to see that while the Lord may have been talking to in.. dividuals when he said, "Give, and it shall be given unto you,"
this principle applies to congregations as well, for now we are
reaping souls which would not have been saved had the Herald
of Truth which we helped support not been heard by Ed Rockey
several y~ars a:go, clear across the continent!
I know the Lord is blessing you for your ·vision and zeal.

Louisville

....WA VE

3

9: 00 a.m .

Yours in Christ,
Hal Hougey
Martinez Church of Christ

TIME

DAKOTA

Aberdeen

. ....KXAB

9

OHIO

New Orleans WVUE 13 11:30 a.m .
....KSLA 12 8: 00 a.m .
Shreveport

Cinc innati ......WPOC 12

P:00 p.m.
(Sat.)

OREGON

MINNESOTA

Minneapolis

WCCO

4

8: 00 a.m.

Klamath

Falls KOTI

2

3: 30 p .m.

OKl,.AHOMA

MAINE

Pprtland

... ..WCSH

6 10:00 a.m .

Detroit

..........CKLW

9

Johnstown

MINNESOTA

SOUTH

Mankato

......KEYC

Greenwood ....WAOG 6 3:30 p.m .
Jackson
........WJTV 12 10:00 a.m.
Meredian ., ....WTOK 11 5:30 p.m.
(Thur.)
MISSOURI

Jefferson City KRCG 13
Springfield ....KYTV 3
St . Louis ........KTVI 2

2:00 p.m.
9: 30 a.m.

MONTANA

Mi.ssoula

. ......KMSO 13

3: 30 p.m.

NEBRASKA

Platte

KNOP

2 12: 30 p.m .

NORTH

...... WKBW

Wlliiston

CAROLINA

DAKOTA

......KUMV

6

10:00 a ~m.

... WUSN 12 12:QO a.m.

TENNESSEE

Chattanooga

WRGP

3 9: 00 a.m.

TEXAS

Amarillo
..........KVII 7 8: 30 p.m .
El Paso ....... KELP 13 3: 30 p.m.
Fort Worth . KTVT 11 9:00 a.m.
Harlingen
.. .'. KGBT 4 3: 50 p.m.
(Sat.)
Wichita Falls KFDX 3 8:30 a.m.
VIRGINIA

Petersburg
Portsmouth

. WXEX 8
WA VY 10

Richland ...... KERP
5
Ya kima
....KNDO 23
Walla Walla KNBS

7

Asheville
......WISE 62 6:30 p.m.
Asheville
......WLOS 13 9:00 a.m .
Greensboro
WFMY 2 1:00 p.m.
(Sat.)
Wilmington
..WECT
6 12:00 a.m .
NORTH

..WJAC

WASHINGTON

YORK

Buffalo

9 . 8:30 p.m.

CAROLINA

Charleston

MISSISSIPPI

North

Okla. City ....KWTV
PENNSYLVANl°A

MICHIGAN

NEW

STATION CH.

SOUTH

KENTUCKY

LOUISIANA

Dc;ar Brethren:

CITY

WEST

4:00 p.m.

VIRGINIA

Charleston · ..WCHS
Bluefield .... :...WHIS

1: 00 p.m.

6

9:15 a :m.
(Fri.)

2

4: 00 p.m.

WYOMING

8

4: 00 p.m .

Casper

..........KTWO

STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH
TELEVISION PROGRAMS
CITY

STATION CH.

TIME

CITY

STATION

CH.

RESPECT THAT VOICE
ABC and MBS Networks

TIME

ALABAMA

· Birmingham

WBRC

Decatur ........WMSL
Huntsville
....WASG
, Mobile ............WALA
Montgomery WCOV

6
(Wed .)
23 6:00 p.m.
31 5:30 p.m.
10 9:00 a.m.
20 11:30 a.m.

ALASKA

Fairbanks ....KFAR
Juneau ......... KINY

6:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

..KOLD 13 10: 46 a.m.

CALIFORNIA

Bakersfield
..KLYD 17 10:30 a.m.
San Francisco KGO 7 9: 00 a.m.
COLORADO

Colo. Spgs. . KRDO 13 3: 00 p.m.
Denver ..........KBTV 9 12:30 p.m.
Gr. Junction KREX 6 10:00 a.m.

By E. R. HARPER

7

6: 30 p.m.

GEORGIA
FLORIDA

Atlanta
...... WAGA
Augusta .. ...WRDW
Savannah ..... WSAV

6

8:30 a.m.

3

ILLINOIS

Harrisburg

ARIZONA

Tuscon

Orlando ........WLOF
Panama City WLHD

Quincy

....WSIL

3 1:30 p.m.
(Wed.)
...WGEM 10 11:00 a.m.

IN DIANA

Ft. Wayne ... WPTA 21 12:00 a.m.
Indianapolis
WTTV 4 2: 30 p.m.
KANSAS

Great Bend ..KCKT
Topeka
........WIBW 10

8:30 a.m.

Sept. 25, 1960
To Whom it May Concern:
,, Please send me a copy of your program, Sunday, Sept. 25th;
One Truth, One God." I believe that is the correct title but
I'm n~t for sure. I would appreciate any help or guidance' you
can. give me through the mail, pertaining to the Church of
Chnst. Is the Church of Christ and the First Christian Church the
___
___
__
same? If not, what is the difference? I am a member of the ____
Church but I am not living a Christian life. I want to live
for Christ. I am mixed up in ~Y beliefs and am searching for a
c,hurch ~ome. Your p~ogram this Sunday made me think it's what
I m lookmg for, I believe. From this letter you can probably see
how my thoughts are jumbled. I hope you can understand them.
Mrs. M.A. A.
-Ky.
--

- ---

--

0

---

Radio

Sermon

November

No. 458

6, 1960

Today I begin a study which I trust shall prove interesting to us
all. I know my lessons are different, as some tell us, but we mean for
them to be, for churches of Christ are different! We have a plea all
our own, distinct from all others. Truth is always that way. It has to
differ with all things contrary to it. While different in our plea, yet we
are kind (or try to be) and anxious to help you. We are not mad at
any one, nor do we feel unkindly toward those who differ with us. We
are neighbors and friends and we are determined
to continue that
way. However, we believe we are preaching the truth that saves the
souls of men and we want you to hear our plea kindly, and then if you
do not agree with us, it is up to God at the judgement to decide if you
have obeyed His commands while here . These commands we are
presenting to you from time to time. In this lesson I shall stress the
importance of hearing and respecting
the "voice from heaven" that
shall one day shake, not only the earth, but heaven itself. I bid you
listen now to the writer of Hebrews as we read from Hebrews, chapter
12, verses 18 through 26. Get your Bible and follow with me. I am
reading from the King James Version. "For ye are not come unto the
mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto
blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet ,
and the voice of words; which voice they that heard entreated that
the word should not be spoken to them any more ... But ye are come
unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerus alem, and to an innumerable
company of angels, to the general
assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven,
and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to theblood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel."
Now listen to your Bible as I continue to read, "See that ye refuse
not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that
spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from
him that speaketh from heaven: whose voice then shook the earth:
but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth
only, but also heaven."
Here we read of a voice that one time shook the earth, but when
that voice was to speak again, as then, it would "shake the heavens."
In this is pictured the giving of the law by Moses on Mount Sinai in .
the midst of the thunderings,
and lightenings,
the smoke and the,
sounding of the trumpets. It was here that the voice of God shook
the earth as the mount upon which he stood was caused to tremble ~.
It was "Mount Sinai" at which both men and beast should die if they
Page 5
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,but so much as touched it. From this mountain spoke this voice
xeferred to by the writer of Hebrews, as "him that spake on earth."
'The warning here in Hebrews 12_ to the Hebrew Christians was, "See
t hat ye refuse not him that speaketh." This is the Lord, our Christ;
our Savior that now speaketh. I bid you listen to the reason given here
for listening to the voice of our Saviour who now speaks to us. Your
Bible says, "For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on
earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that
speaketh from heaven ." That this is our Saviour of whom he here
speaks I am sure we understand. When we by faith stand on the Mount
of Transfiguration
and re ad such passag es as Matthew 17: 5 where
your Bible says , "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him"; when we turn to Hebrews chapter 1, verses 1 through 2
and hear our Bible say, "God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds"; and last, but
by no means least, when we see and hear our blessed Saviour, in the
shadow of Calvary's cross, with the nail prints in His hands, saying
to His apostles, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth,"
we must know that this voice that one time shook the earth is now
speaking to us, not ·through Moses but through His Son, our only
,Savior. This voice that shook the earth then, spake through Moses;
ithe voice that now speaks and shall again speak is speaking to us
•through Christ :Jesus, our Lord. His voice we must not refuse, nor
:must we despise.
How Escape?

In Hebrews, chapter 2, verses 1-3 the writer has this to say,
.. Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip." Now
why give this earnest heed? And remember, he was writing to Christians. Your Bible says, "For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,
and every transgression
and disobedience received a just recompense
of reward; how shall we escape , if we neglect so great salvation;
which at first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard him"? Here the question is .asked, "how
,shall we escape?" Since every disobedience and every transgression
received a just recompense of reward under the law of Moses, which
·1aw was to be removed, the writer is emphasizing the fact that now
·to refuse to hear the voice of our Master who spe aks from heaven, not
· from Mount Sinai, is to incur the wrath of Him, by whose precious
· blood all Chrii;;tians have been consecrated.
This recompense of reward
·-that shall come to those who refuse this voice shall be much more
,:severe than that under Moses. The punishment shall be as much greater
:'in its severity as is the law of Christ greater than the law of Moses;
.a s the voice of Him who speaks from heaven is more -glorious and :inore
::Powerful than that of His servant, Moses. This is further emphasized
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by the writer of ·Hebrews as in chapter 10:28-29 . Here your Bible
reads, "He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two
or three witnesses: of how much sorer punishment suppose ye, shall
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foo.t the Son of God,
and hath coun~ed the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified,
an unholy thmg, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of Grace?"
Then the next verse says, "For we know him that hath said, Vengeance
belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again The
Lord shall judge his people." Be it remembered, friends, that the .;.riter
of J:Iebrews is addressing the Hebrew Christians, warning them of this
pumshment that could come upon them, though they were Christians.
Yes, they could be lost and punished with a punishment much more severe than that of dying without mercy under the law of Moses. There is
but one death more severe, that is the "second death"; the banishment
from ~he presenc e of God forever . No wonder this writer is pleading with
th~m m ch~p.ter 12: 25, ':see that ye refuse not him, that speaketh." · .Why
this admomt10n? My friends, to refuse Him; to despise Him to fail to
"respect that voice" is to be punished with everlasting
destruction
from the presence of God (II Thessalonians 1:8-9). It is here Paul says
all who "obey not -the gospel of Christ shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of God."
Despising

God -

What

Does It

Mean?

In our reading from Hebrews 10:28 we found t;itis expression, "He
that despised M;oses' law." What does it mean to "despise" the law of
God? This is vital to the proper understanding of tbe discussion of this
lesson introduced today . Let us now turn to our Bible to estalllish
the scriptural meaning of th e expression "despising God" or <'despising the law of God." Could it mean not to hear His voice? Could
it mean not to obey His voice? In Leviticus 26: 14-16 we find these words
and they are dynamic words. I bid you hear them. "But · if ye will not
hearken u~to m e, and will not do all these commandments;
and if ye
shall despise my statues, or if your soul abhor my judgments
so that
ye will_ not do all my comm andme~ts but that ye break my co;enant, ;° I
also will do this unto you." My friends, you need to read the judgments
here, threatened to be brought upon Israel if they despised Go~s commandments, not to do them. In Numbers 15: 31 your Bible says, "Because
he hath despised the word of the Lord, and hath broken his comma 'ndment, that soul shall utt erly be cut off." Again we read, ,th\s time from
the prophet Isaiah, Chapter 30, verses 12 and 13: "Wllerefore thus saith
the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word and trust 'in
oppression and perverseness, and -stay thereon: therefo;e this iniEJ.uity
shall be io you a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall whose
breaking cometh suddenly at an instant." The prophet Am08 'said to
Israel in Amos 2: 4, "I will not turn away the punishment thereof· liecause they have despised the law of ,the Lord, and have not kept his ~ommandments, and their lies caused them to -err." Last but not least in this
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showing what it means to "despise" the Lord, I
Bible, this time from Luke 10:16 as the Lord
seventy, . "He that heareth you heareth me;
you, despise th me; and he that despiseth me
me."
The

Only

RESPECT
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human beings, if that voice has spoken to command it , then "Respect
That Voic e" ; do what it commands an d trust that voice all the way ,
for the personal sa lvat ion of your poo r sin-sick soul . You can't save
yourself and there remains nothin g to do but to "R espect That Voice"
that speaks from heaven to us tod ay through the New Testament of
our Lord; His gosp el plan of salvation.

Conclusion
Great

From these passages there is but one conclusion to which our
minds may come; that is, that to refuse to obey the commands of
God, to refuse to hear this voice from heaven, is to despise God. Now ,
says your Bible, those back under the Old Testament, under Moses,
because they "despised Moses' law" died "without mercy" and then it
asks the question, "Of how much sorer punishment suppose ye, shall
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God?"
Those who tread under their feet the Son of God are those wl;io
refuse to hear this voice speaking from heaven today, through His
revealed will, the Bible. Ridicule having to obey the commands of
God to be saved if you will; call having to obey them to be saved
being saved by your own works if you must; call having to obey the
commands of God to be saved as the "filthy rags" of Isaiah 64: 6, but
remember when such is done and men are caused to come to the
judgment bar of God having
failed to obey God's commandments,
they have despised God and no man has ever lived to despise God
and be blessed of Him, whom he has despised, without first correcting
this attitude by obeying the voice of God. Yes, I say "Respect that
Voice" that speaks from heaven today through Jesus Christ our Lord;
that voice that not only shook burning Mount Sinai, but which voice
shall one day shake the heaven itself . Paul in I Corinthians 10: 11 says ,
"Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are
come. Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall." Now, in spite of such warnings we are being taught that
"on ce saved" there is, there can be, no danger of falling and that man
does not have to do anything to be saved. What is the admonition
given to us in these examples written for us in the Old Testament?
Just this: If we despise God's word, if we respect not His voice, by
obeying not His commands, the wrath of God shall be meted out upon
us as upon Israel. Again I say , "Respect That Voice" that today is
speaking from heaven, which voice shall one day shake not only the
earth, but the heavens also. There is but one way to respect it and
that is by obeying what that voice commands. That voice, my friends,
gives no non-essential commands! This we must remember!
What

That

Voice

Has Said

Our most vital and soul-searching question now is, "What has that
voice commanded us to do to be saved?" No matter whether we under stand the why of the command or not, no matter if we can see no reason
for its being given, even though it should look foolish to us poor

Commission

Let us stand with this voice in the shadow of Calvary; let us
look at those nail-scarred hands, that the sword -pier ced side . Let us
hear Him say, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations , baptizing them
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit;"
let us go with this voice to the Mount of Olives, ju st outside the city
of Jerusalem . Let us , with Him, await the coming of the cloud to
wing Him back to His h eav enly hom e where a proud and anxious
Fa t her awaits the coming of His humble, obedient, loving and sub missive Son; coming in honor and glory to receive the promised
throne of His father David! H ear Him on this gloriou s occasion say
to His beloved apostles,
"Go ye into all the world , and preach the
gospe l to every creat ure. He that believeth and is baptiz ed shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned."
Follow this illu strious Son to the throne upon which He is to sit until the end of
time. See H im as He looks down upon the Pentecost scene when the
Holy Spirit, promised by Him to His apostles, comes to gu id e them
int o all truth. Hear the great multituc'.e as it cries from penitent hearts,
"Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Hear that voice from heav en
as it speaks through Peter by the Holy Spirit and comma n_ds them
to "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of J es us
Christ for the remi ssio n of sins, and ye shall rec eive the gift of the
Holy Spirit." List en to the record in verse 41 where it reads, "Then
they th a t gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day
there were adde d unto them about three thousand so uls ;" and verse
47 says, "And the Lord added to the church daily suc h as should be
saved." Now ver se 44 says, "And all that believed were together ."
Who was this number here referred to as "all that believed"? Those
an d only thos e who in verses 41 and 47 were baptiz ed and added to
the church; thi s many and no more. Thi s being true, then the belie ver
of Mark 16: 16 th at is saved, is the baptized believer. The one refu sing to be baptiz ed in Mark 16: 16 is the unbeliever, for he has despised
the comman d · of God, he r espected not this voice! These command s
are th e commands coming from this voice th at speaks from heaven
whi ch voice th e writer be gs of us, "See that you refuse not; " for, said
he, "If they esc aped not who r efuse d him that spake on eart h, much
more shall not we escape if we turn away from him that speaketh
from heaven." It is up to you. It is your soul that must be saved; it
is the soul of your ch ild. My prayer for you, in tlie n ame of Christ
our Savior, Whose voice we must he ar, is that you hear this voice;
that you respect this voice that now spea ks, which voice shall one day
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not the earth only, but even heaven itself. That voice promises
n Mark 16: 16, that "He that believe th and is baptized shall be saved"
and in Acts .2: ~8, that he that "repents and is baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ
shall receive the remission of sins and be add d t
the church by the Lord Himself. Yes, my friends I beg of you e "Reo
spect That Voice" that now is speaking to us by Chris,t Jesu's ou;
Lor~, through the New Testament, God's revelation to man This i·ust
cant be wrong!
·

ABC

Dear Rev.:

New York 27, N. Y.
Sept. 12, 1960

Kindly,,5end me a copy of four sermon on "The Singularity of
Churches , ~o. 449. I heard 1t delivered about two Sundays ago
and thought It wa~ quite in.5pirational and authentic and truthful.
I s~all b~ very delighted to receive any scriptural data from you
which might help me to find salvation.
Thanks,

J. H. R.
Dear Sir:

September 20, 1960

. I listen to your program every Sunday morning on radio
stat10n WWCC, Bremen, Ga. I enjoy it very much. I only wish
that there were more good preachers like you that would preach
the gospel_ the way you do. I thank God for you and I pray
that he will bless your radio work.
I enjoyed t~e sermon that you preached Sunday very
~uch. I wo?ld like to have a copy of it. The title of it was,
Whf I Believe in Christ." The number of it was 451.
I m a young girl, only 18 years old. I've been a Christian
f_or only one year. a?d a f~w days. It is a great help to me to
hsten to good Christian rad10 programs like yours.
Miss Audra M. Chandler
Route 2, Box 201
Tallapoosa, Ga.

and M BS Networks
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Today, my friends, I am discussing with you the subject announced:
Mount Sion, the City of the Living God, as found in Hebrews 12:1S-2!J.
This is one of the Bible's greatest chapters. I believe this chapter cor rectly understood
and cleared up, would cure much of our religious
confusion that exists today in our religious thinking, a division that is
undermining
the faith in our Bible. This Babylon of religions is the
feeding ground for infidelity, the tranquilizing balm to lull the religious
world into complacency, the beginning of a new "dark age." This so-called
"universal church," composed of multitudes of divided religions, I firmly
believe will meet the fate described by the Lord in Matthew chapter 12
and verse 25. Here the Master plainly states, "Every city or house divided
against itself shall not stand." Many are the times we have seen the
crumbling, fading, destructive
seeds of religious division parading its
deathly surrender right before our eyes, yes even now in our generation.
Groups so tragically divided that there is no real dynamic Christian
fellowship between them, no easing of religious tension and divisions
that will enable them to lay aside what they themselves declare to be
nonessential differences, and unite upon the Bible and it alone, discarding all human creeds and human disciplines.
For there to be any
semblance of unity among such divergent groups there must be a compromising of their convictions and of their practices, for the teaching of
their distinctive doctrines would completely destroy all unity of action
in any endeavor of a cooperative nature. True Bible Christianity is the
only power that can correct this terrible tragedy. Its eternal principles
are be a utifully set forth in various forms of divine illustrations
and
commands found in Hebrews, chapter 12. In this chapter we find the
beautiful contrast between the law of Moses given on Mount Sinai and
the law of Christ given by our Lord. We find the unanswerable
truth,
our New Testament , being heaven's revelation
to man, that the old
J ew ish regime has given way to the Christian era, to the church of
Christ , to the kingdom of our Lord and Savior J es us Christ;and
that
the blood of Christ, called here the "blood of sprinkling" is better far
than that offered by Abel; and last, that Christ is the mediator o! a
"new convenant," which can only mean that the Old Covenant of which
Moses was mediator, is no longer in force. I bid you hear the writer
beginning with Hebrews, Chapter 12, verse 18 through 29. "For ye are
not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with
fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a
trumpet, and the voice of words, which voice they that heard intreated
that the word should not be spoken to them any more: for they could
not endure that which was commanded. And if so much as a beast touch
Page 11
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the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: But ye
:are come-now
listen my friends to this reading please-But
ye are
~ ome unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, and to an
innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly and church
of the first born, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of
:all, and to the blood of sprinkling,
that speaketh better things than
that of Abel. See that ye refuse not him that speake th . For if they
,escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not
we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh
from heaven.
Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying,
Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this
word, yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are
shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be
shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot
be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire." Thus
is the end of our Bible quotation which shall serve as the basis for our
discussion of these vital truths. The beautiful, yet awesome description
of the giving of the law of Moses on Mount Sinai, recorded in Exodus,
chapters 19 through 20, is definitely pictured as that which was being
"removed."
In its place God gave us, "Mount Sion-the
city of the
living God- the heavenly Jerusalemthe general assembly and church
,of the first born" which is the kingdom that cannot be moved. This
-city, this heavenly Jerusalem,
this kingdom are all governed by this
new convenant
of which the writer declares Christ is its mediator.
'These are all one and the same people.
Now why all this change? Why the removing of the old system given
'{)n Mount Sinai? Why the ushering in of this new covenant? Why the
giving to us this church of the firstborn, this kingdom that cannot be
shaken nor moved? Will you listen as your Bible answers for us this
question?
In verse 28 it reads, "Wherefore
we receiving a kingdom
which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire." Why did God give us this kingdom, this church? That we
may "serve him acceptably,
with reverence
and godly fear." Outside
this "Mount Sion," this "heavenly Jerusalem,"
which is the "church."
this "kingdom that cannot be moved," man cannot "serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear."
Hebrews, chapter 12 and verse 23 contains one of the most profound statements
in our Bible, a startling truth to many shall be revealed as we study this chapter. If you have been taught that your name
may be enrolled in heaven regardless
of your being a member of the
•church the Lord built, which in Hebrews 12 is called the "church of
the firstborn,"
then I beg of you to listen carefully as I read to you
:again Hebrews 12, verses 22-23: "But ye are come unto Mount Sion,
:and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to a n
innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly and church
of the firstborn
(now listen my friends) whose names are written in
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heaven"-Now
this question. Whose names are written in heaven? Only
those who are of this general assembly, the church of the firstborn.
He was pointing out to the Jewish Christians that they were no longer
to look to Mount Sinai that burned with fire enveloped in darkness and
smoke and tempest, for they have now come unto the church of the
firstborn,
the general assembly, the kingdom promised them, which
can not be moved. That they now have Jesus Christ as their mediator .
no t Moses, that they now have a new covenant, dedicated not by the
bl ood of animals, but by the blood of Christ and now being a part of
th is church of the firstborn they have their names enrolled in heaven .
My friends this being true, then there is no such thing as a man's
being saved, his name enrolled in heaven, if he be not in this general
assembly-this
church of the firstborn. This has to be the church promised by the Lord in Matthew 16: 18 for He built no other. No wonder the
writer of Hebrews, in chapter 12 and verses 25 through 27 warns them
as follows: "See that ye refuse not him that speaketh"that you
" turn not away from him that speaketh from heaven," for one day, says
th e writ er, that voice shall shake not only the earth but also heaven.
That you may know I am not alone in my understanding
of this
chap ter and its referring to the church the Lord built, I now give to
you excerpts from the following men:
Adam Clark in his commentary
on Hebrews 12 says, "In order ta
enter fully into the apostle's meaning we must observe that the church ,,
which is called here the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalemi
and Mount Sion, is represented
under the notion of a city," then he·
says, "The heavenly Jerusalem : this phrase means the church of the ·
New Testament."
Matthew Henry in his commentary
on Hebrews 12 says, "Here .
the apostle goes on to engage the professing Hebrews to perseverance
in their Christian course and conflict and not to relapse again into J~da -.
ism. This he does by showing how much the state of the gospel-church!
di ff ers from that of the Jewish church."
Joseph S. Extell in the Pulpit Commentary
says regarding
this ,
chapter " 'Ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living ·
God, the heavenly Jerusalem.' We do not apply these words to heaven.
but to the church upon earth, the kingdom of Christ here and now."
Also in speaking of this church he has this to say, "Its members are heirs
to a glorious inheritance."
These men all give testimony
to the truthfulness
of my lesson
today that the writer of Hebrews, chapter 12, verses 18-29 has reference
to the church established upon the earth. This being the evident truth
of this chapter, then our only conclusion can be, it seems to me, that
to be saved, to have one's name enrolled in heaven, one must be a .
member of this church discussed by this writer of the Hebrew letter and '
that church is the church the Lord built. Referring
to this church, .
Mr . Extell further
says, "This amazing corporation
every Christian ·
became a member of at the moment of his conversion to God.'' This ·
being true then there could be no Christians
outside this "amazing :

Page

14

MOUNT

SION-THE

CITY

OF THE

LIVING

GOD

,corporation," which Mr. Extell calls the church upon the earth. That
this is the absolute truth we have but to read Acts chapter 2 and verse
47 where your Bible says, "The Lord added to the church daily such as
:Should be saved." All the saved in Acts, chapter 2, were a part of the
c hurch. Only those who in Acts 2: 38, "r epent ed and were b aptiz ed in
the n ame of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" were added by
th e Lord to the church as recorded in verses 41-47. They, and they only,
had th eir names enrolled in heaven.
Much of our confusion tod ay, concerning this great chapter com es
a bout because of the failure of so many to underst a nd what the chur ch
of the New Testament really is. Much of my m ail sh ows they are confused. They have in their minds that the church h e speaks of here . is
some "invisibl e," some "mystical," som e "unorganized-detached"
bod y of
peopl e who have never bee n bap tized, who have no written law by
whi ch to be governed, n o org anization of which they are a vital part.
They become more or less "drifters" in a sea of religious confusion.
No, my friends, your Bible knows no such! Su ch theori es strive to
mak e a diff erence in what they call the "visible church" and the "invisible" or the "mystical" body of Christ. Th ey ha ve them made up of
two diff erent groups. They have them entering th e "invisible church"
-0ne way and the so called "visible" or "mysti ca l" church an oth er.
F ri ends, there is no such thing t aught in all you r Bible. All be ca me
members of the church the Lord built just alik e. The church in every
city re corded in your New T es tam ent was m ade up of people who
"'believed and were baptized." There is not an ex cep tion to this.
The church of the Lord is that group of people called out of the
world to serve God. That is the m ean ing of the expr es sion , "the church
,of the Lord." Now the government
that rul es this call ed-out group
is this "kingdom that cannot be moved."
Th er e is not one example in th e New T esta ment where any man
of God ever appeared in any city pre se nting to the people two churches ,
one the visible and the other the invisible, with different ways of entering each. Paul plainly declares in Eph es ians 4, verse 4, "There is
one body" and I Corinthi ans 12: 20 that ther e is "but one body." Now
this body is the church, Ephesians
1: 22-23. It is in this body, thi s
,church, therefore, that the writer of H eb rews declared they must be to
have their "names enrolled in heave n."
That the denominations
of today cannot make up this church of
whi ch H eb rews 12 speaks is certain bec ause there was not one of
th em in existence when Hebr ew s 12 was written . The Lord in Acts
2: 47 was adding to the church. This was in A. D. 33, cent uri es before
a single denomination
was on earth. Therefore the different denominations ca nnot be God's arrangement
by which men are to serve Him
because Christians served Him long years, yes a millennium of years
·before a single modern denomination
was ever heard of_ This true,
·the church of the Bible cannot be some kind of "mystical, invisible,
·universal"
group of divided religions, organized by the Lord for the
J)lirpose of serving God on earth, for Cltristians
were serving Him
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TIME CITY

ALA BAMA

.....WTBF
....WNPT

4:30
1:30
12:30
8:30

p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
a.m.

1:05 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:35 p .m.
8:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
1: 00 p.m.
4:35 p.m.
1: 00 p.m.
(Sat.)
4:35 p.m.

ALASKA

Fairbanks
Sit ka

HME

COLORADO

Anniston
... WHMA
Auburn .
....WAU D
Bay Minette ..WBCA
Birmingham ....WTAV
Clanton
.. WKLF
Decatur
...WA JF
Dothan ............WQOF
E ufaula ....... ....WU LA
Flomaton
......WTCB
Florence
........WO WL
Fo ley ..............WHEP
Sylacuaga ....... WFEB
T alladega
......WHTB
Troy
Tuscaloosa

STATION

........KF RB
... ..KIFW

8:30 a.m.
9:00 p.m .
(Wed.)

ARIZONA

F la gstaff
KCLS
Sierra Vista ....KHFH

8: 00 a.m.
1: 30 p.m.

A R KANSAS

Berryville
....KTCN
Blytheville
.. KLCN
Camden
. ... KAMD
Corning
... .KCCB
Fort Smith
KFSA
Jonesboro ... ....KBTM
Little Rock
..KARK
McGehee
....KVSA
Prescott
.....KTPA

7:45
8:30
4:35
1:30
9:00
5:35
5:30
9:00

a.m .
a.m.
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
a.m .

·CALIFORNIA

Chico .......... .....KPAY
Los Angeles
KABC
Needles ............KSFE
Paso Robles ....KPRL
Redding ............KSDA
San Diego ..
.KGB
San Francisco ....KGO
San Luis
Obispo
. KVEC
Stockton
..... ......KWG

7:35
3: 30
7:00
5: 35

a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.

Denver

..............KOSI

8:llO a.m.

CONNECTICUT

Torrington

..... WTOR

5: 35 p .m.

Fort Pierce ....WARN
Jacksonville
....WPDQ
Miami ..... ........W MIE
Milto n .
...WSRA
N ew Smyrna
Beach
...WSBB
Tampa
..........WSUN
Vero Beach ....WTTB
Winter · Haven WSIR

7:45 a.m .
8: 30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

FLORIDA

5:35 p.m.
7: 30 a.m.
6:35 p.m.

GEORGIA

Albany
............WALB
Bremen ......... ..WWCC
Brunswick ....... WGIG
... WBHF
Cartersville
Columbus
Cordele

... WPNX
... ..WMJM

F itzgerald
....WBHB
Griffin
............WKEU
H inesville ... ..WGML
LaGrange
.... ...WLAG
Macon
.....WRPB
Rome ................WLAQ
Thomson
...WTWA
Valdosta ..........WGOV
West Point ....WRLD

2:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
6:3Q p.m .
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
1:30 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
7:35 a.m.
9:00
3:25
7:15
6:35
2:30

p.m.
p.m.

S-:00
1:30
9: 00
9:00

a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
a.m .

a.m.
p.m.
}) )ID.

IDAHO

Albion ..... . .... .KMVC
Bu:rley ........ ... .KBAR
Idaho Falls ......... KID
Nampa ......... . KFDX
Rupert
KA YT
Sandpoint
......KSPT
ILLINOIS

8: 30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
7:35 p.m .
3:30 p.m.

Peoria

. ..WPEO

INDIANA

Lafayette . .... . W ASK
North Vernon WOCH
Vincennes
. ....WAOV

9: 35 a .m .
8:30 a.m.
5:35 p.m.
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... ..KVFD 8: 05 a.m.
...KSCJ 10 : 30 p.m.

KANSAS

Saline

......KSAL

7: 35 a.m.

KENTUCKY

Bowling
Gr e en ........WKCT
Danville
........WHIR
Henderson
......WSON
Hopkinsville
..WKOA
Madisonville
WFMW
Mayfield .... .....WNGO
Owensboro
......WOMI
Paducah
........WPAD
Paintsville
... ....WSIP
Pikeville ... ......WPKE
Som erset ..........WSFC

1:30
5:35
7:00
7 : 15
6: 35
2: 30

p.m.
p.m .
a.m .
a .m.
p.m.
p.m .

8:30
4: 35
6: 35
4:35

a .m.
p.m.
p .m.
p.m .

Cape Girade au KFVS
Dexter ..............KDEX
Kansas City ....KOMO
Rolla
................KTTR
St. Joseph ........KRES
St. Louis
.KXEN

Ba ton Rouge ..WYNK
Bog alusa
....WIKC
Lak e Charles ..KLOU
Shreveport
......KB.MD
Winnfield
..KVOL

1: 30 p.m.
5:35 p.m .

Anacond a
...KANA
Bozem a n
.KBMN
Le w iston ......... KXLO
Kearn ey
Om a ha

......KGFW
.......KOWH

R eno
NEW

.WICY

....WJEJ

2: 30 p.m .

N ew York City WABC
Ogden sburg ....WELB

Detroit ..............WXYZ
Esc a naba ........WDBC
Flint
.... ........WTRX
Ludington
......WKLA
Muskegon ........WKBZ

8:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m .
2:30 p.m .
6:30 p.m.

MINNESOTA

E veleth
Montevideo

......WEVE
..KDMA

5 : 35 p.m.

MISSISSIPPI

Brookhaven
..WJMD
Centerville
......WGLC
Greenwood ......WABG
Jackson
............WJDZ
Laurel ..............WLAU
Natchez
..........WNAT
Vicksburg
........WQBC

4:35
8: 00
4:30
9 : 30
1:30
! : 00
5:35

p.m .
a.m .
p.m.
p .m .
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .

1:05 p.m .
6:35 p .m .

YORK

Malone

NORTH

..........WMSA

6:35 p.m .
(EDT)
7:00 p .m .
(Sat. )
2 : 30 p .m .
6:35 p .m.
(EDT)

Clinton
Durham

.WBBB
..WRRZ
...WTIK

Gastoni a
..WGNC
Goldsboro ..... ..WFMC
Gr een sboro ....WGEB
H end e rson vill e
......WHKP
Hickory
..........WHKY
Lenoir .
... WJRI
Mt .Airy

........WSYD

Reidsville

......WFRC

........WIRO

Toledo

... ........WTOL

6: 35 p.m.
(EDT )
9 : 30 a .m.

SOUTH

6:35 p.m.
(EDT)

A storia
.......KAS T
Co quille
......K WRO
Eugene
...........K ASH
Lake Vi ew .. .. . KQIK
Lebanon
..KGAL
Portl and ...
...KWJJ

2:30 p .m .
(EDT )
2:30 p .m.
1:00 p.m .
2:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m .
6 : 35 p.m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m .
(EDT)

"
Jr

p.m..
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
p .m.
a .m.
p.m .

6: 35
8: 30
4:30
8: 30
5: 00
3:30

p.m.
a.m.
p .m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

PENNSYLVANIA

Coatesvill e ......WCOJ
Huntingdon
....WH U N
J ohnstown
...W CRO
Lo ck Hav en ....WBPZ
Milton
...
...W MLP
Phillip sburg
..WPHB
Sta te Coll ege WMAJ
St. Mary's
TyroneAltoona
Washington
W ellsboro
Wilkes -Barre

......WH SC
..WR HI

6: 35 p .m .
2: 30 p.m .
8: 00 p.m .
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m.
6:35 p.m.

DAKOTA

Huron
....KIJV
Mitchell
..........KORN
Watertown
....KWAT

5:35 p.m.
5 : 35 p .m.
5:30 p.m.

TENNESSEF

1: 30
6:00
2 : 00
9 : 00
1 : 00
8: 30
1: 30

OREGON

CAROLINA

Burlin gton

Ironton

Ardmore
.. ...K V SO
E nid .......
....KCR C
Oklahoma Cit y KB YE
Lawton
......KSWO
Pote au ..... . ...K LCO
Tulsa
. .K T U L
W ew ok a ........K W SH

MEXICO

Art e si a ..............KSVP
NEW

H a rtsville
Ro ck Hill

DAKOTA

OKLAHOMA

HAMPSHIRE

..............WKNE

4 : 35 p.m.
1: 00 p.m.

....WGTM

OHIO

.. .......... ...KMEO

Keene

L a ke ....KDLR
Forks ....K ILO

Devils
Grand

8 : 05 a.m .

CAROLI NA

Bennetts vill e WBSC
Ch arl est on ......W OK E
F lor enc e ..........W J • TX
Geo rgeto w n . w;, ·t' N

.. . ...W CBT

TIME

STATION

CITY

6:3 5 p .m.
(EDT)
6: 35 p.m .

NORTH

8 : 05 a.m.
7:45 a.m.

TIME

SOUTH

Wils on

NEVADA

Mass ena

MICHIGAN

a .m .
p .m .
p .m .
a .m .

NEBRASKA

1: 30 p .m.
8 : 00 a.m .

MARYLAND

Roanoke
Rapids

7: 30 p .m.
8:30
1: 00
6:35
8: 30

STATION

CITY

MONTANA

NEW

LOUISIANA

H a gerstown

TIME

STATION

MISSOURI

IOWA

F ort Dodge
Sioux City

CITY
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.. WKBI
..WTRN
....WJPA
....W N BT
..WILK

5:30 p.m .
8:00 a .m.
6:35 p .m.
9 : 00 a.m.
9:00 a .m .
(EDT )
6:35 p.m.
7 : 35 a.m.
8:35 a.m .
6:35 p .m .
(EDT)
7:30 a.m .

At hens
........W LA R
Columbi a ........WK RM
Day ton
.........WD NT
Fayett ev ill e ....W EKR
J ac kson
....W TJS
Johnson City ..W ETB
L ebanon
........KG AL
L ex in gton ......W DX L
Li vin gston
.....WLIV
Ma nchest er ......W H SR
Mo rristow n ....WORK
Murfreesboro
..WGNS
McM innvill e ..W BMC
Nas hville
. ......WS IX
Oak Rid ge .....W OK E
Oneid a ............WB N T

4:35 p .m.
1:30 p.m.
7 : 00
1:30
8:0 5
5: 00
1: 00
5 : 35

p.m.
p.m .
a .m.
p .m.
p.m.
p.m.

9: 35
,
1: 30
7: 00
9: 00

p.m.
p .m .
p .m .
a.m.

8 : 15
1: 30
5: 35
1: 30
5 : 05
7 : 30
8: 30
2: 05

a .m .
p .m.
p.m .
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
a.m .
p.m .

TEXAS

A bilene
.........KRBC
Ama rillo
......K GNC
B ay Cit y ..........KIO X
Bi g Spring ........K B ST
Bor ge r ..............K H U Z
Br ow nw ood ....K BW D
Cla rksville ........KCAR
Dall a s .... ... .....KSKY
Eag le Pass ......KEPS
Fr eport
. .........KBRZ
Gr a ham ..... ..KS WA
Houston
..........KXYZ
Huntsville
........KS AM

4 : 30 p.m .
10: 05 p.m.
6:00 p .m .

MOUNT
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Littlefield
....... KZZN
Longview
........KFRO
Midland ........... KCRS
Monahans ........KVKM
Nacog doches ... KEEE
Pampa
.......... KHHH
P a mp a
....KPDN
Perryton
......... KEYE
Pleasanton
......KBOP
Rosenberg
....... KFRD
San Ange lo ....KGKL
Sa n Antonio ... KMAC
Texarkana
....KCMC

TIM6

CITY

New
Martinsv ille WETZ
Parkersb ur g ..WTAP
St . Albans
...WKLC
Wheeling
..... WKWK
Williamson
....WMTH

1: 30 p.m.
1: 30 p.m.
4: 35 p.m .
4: 35
8:15
8:30
9:00
1 :30
8:00

p.m.
a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m .
a .m.

. .....KIXX

3:30 p.m .

Eau Claire ...... WBIZ
Fo nd du Lac
KFIZ
Green Bay ......WDU Z
Mad ison ......... WIBA
Manitowoc
...."\V'OMT
Oshkosh . ........WOSH
Poynette
..........WIBU
Reedsb ur g
WRDB
vVaupaca ........WDUX
W a usau
..........WSAU

....WKVT

1:05 p.m.

VERMONT

Brat tleboro
VIRGINIA

Bri stol

.. ..WFHG

Casper
............WTKO
Douglas ........... KWIV
Thermopolis
..WTHE

WEST

a .m.
a .m .
p.m.
a.m.

Thi s list

is not 100% correct

All times
Check your

local

are Sunday
newspaper

4:35
4 :3 5
1 :30
8:00
4: 35
1: 30
4:35
4: 35
2: 30
9:00

p.m.
p .m.
p.m .
a.m.
p.m .
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
a.m.

9: 15 a.m.
1: 30 p.m.
1: 30 p.m.

FOREIGN

Pembroke
CANAL

...... .ZBM

1:30 p.m.

City
. HOG
................HOK

1 : 00 p.m.
8: 30 a.m.
(Wed.)

ZONE

Panama
Colon

CITY
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Having now arrived at the truth that this "Mount Sion-this
city of
the li ving God-this
heav en ly Jerusalem"
is the genera l assembly, the
churc h of the firstborn, whose n ames are written in heaven, I feel we
must conclude that to have one's name enro ll ed in heaven on e must be
in this "church of the first born," referred to in H ebrews chapter 12.
From this con clusion there is no escape. Are you a member of this
church? Or, are you in some d eno mination unkno wn to the Bible in the
first century, an in stitution in which not one person held memb ership
during the days of the apostles? Think this over ser iously. We today
become m emb er s of the churc h of Hebrews, chapte r 12, just as they did
in th e days of the apostles. We must come b elieving in the Christ of
Hebrews 12, repenting of our sins as did they, and every person must
be baptized as were a ll those who e nt ered this ch ur ch of the first
c entury. This you may know by reading you r Bible from Acts, chapter 2
through Acts 19. In these chapters you will find where the chu r ches
in Jerusalem,
Samaria, Mace doni a, Ephesus, a nd Corinth and others
had th ei r beginning. All "believed and were baptized." Not an exception
and your Bib le is right. ·wm yo u not come today believing and repenting, be baptized, every one of you as were they, that yo ur names
may be enroll ed in heaven as we re theirs? Yes, my good peop le, this
"Mo un t-Sion - the city of the living God - the he ave nly J ersa lem of
Hebrews 12:22 is the ch ur ch of our blessed Lor d and Sa vior J esus
Christ. Their names are en roll ed wit h Him in heaven. Why not enroll
yo ur n ame with Him in heaven now, by b ecoming a member of this
same chur ch, is my prayer for you and yours in th e name of Chri st
our bles se d Lord. Be listening for my sermons on "The Immovable Kin gdom of Hebrews 12 : 28.

CANADA

Blind River,
Ont.
....CJNR 10 : 15 a. m .
Toronto, Ont . ..CKEY 9: 15 a. m .
W ey burn, Sask. CFSL 6:15 p .m.
Winn ip eg, Man. CKY 11: 00 p.m .

VIRGINIA

Fairmo unt ..... WTCS 2: 30 p.m .
Logan .. . ... . WLOG .. .6: 35 p.m .
(ED T )
Mon t gomery . WMON 6:35 p.m.

p.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p .m .
p.m.

BERMUDA

WASHINGTON

Mt. Ve rnon
. KBRC 9: 30
Omak ............ KOMW 9: 15
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acceptab ly in th e ch ur ch then, n eve r havin g lived to be in a de nomination . Since therefore, th e Christians
of the first cent ur y were in the
chu rc h, since they served God then acceptably with r eve renc e and godly
fear without a single denomination, I ask this question , seriously, Where
did a ll these divided denominations
come from? Who built th em'/
Why do we need them since the peop le of the first ce ntury did no t
need th em, bu t were "together"
as one body, one ·chur ch?
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Haz el, Ky.
Oct. 15, 1960
I am sorry I am this late with my T.V . contribution so I
am enclosing for Nov. also.
It seems to me thi s pro gram is doing a wonderfu l work and
I am glad I can have a small part in it. I am hoping the very
best will come of it and that it will continue to meet with God's
approv al.
Your s in Christ,
Mrs. Ina Nesbitt
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I am discussing today one of the most vital of all subjects relating
to man a nd his salvation, nam ely : "Th a t Immovable Kingdom" referred
to in Hebrews 12, verse 28 where your Bible reads, "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with recerence and godly fear; for our
God is a consuming fire."
In this chapter we have found the contrast
between the law of
Moses and the new covenant of whi ch Christ is the mediator;
th e
superiority of the blood of Christ over that of animals offered by Abel;
that only those who are members of the church of the firstborn have
their names "written in heaven"; that Mount Sion, the city of the living
God, this heavenly Jerusalem, all refer to the chur ch, the general assembly of the Lord. It is in this chapter we are warned to "refuse not him
that speaketh" for they escaped not who refused him that spake on
earth, and then warns them that the punishment
to be meted out to
those who refuse to hear the voice of him that now speaks from heav en,
shall be much more severe. He ca lls to their attention that the voice
from heaven shall not only shake the earth, but next time it shall shake
also heaven.
Now in his conclusion of all these great facts the writer has this
to say, "And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those
things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things
which cannot be shaken may remain." Here he is simply pointing out
to them that the old regime of Moses was never intended to remain
forever, but was destined to give way to that which should never be
destroyed;
"which cannot be moved." That "which cannot be moved"
is this kingdom mentioned
in verse 28. This kingdom, this church,
this general assembly; this city of the living God, this heavenly Jerusalem of Hebrews 2 are all one and the same people at the same time
on earth, all becoming a part of this great unfolding scheme of the Lord
by which mankind was to be saved and brought back to the tree of life .
What

Kingdom?

Now the vital question here is , What kingdom is the writer speaking
of? Is it the kingdom promised to the seed of David by the Old Testament prophets?
Or is it another kingdom of which no prophet has
spoken? It will be a pleasure today to present ample proof from both
the Old and the New Testaments,
that this is the kingdom spoken of
by the Old Testament
prophets. The burden of this lesson will be to
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establish b eyond what see ms to me to be unanswerable
proof that the
Christians in the first ce ntury had receiv ed the kingdom promised to the
seed of David . If t h is is done then the theories presented to us today
setting forth the ide a t hat the kingdom promised to the seed of David
when He came was not fulfilled but postponed until the second coming
of Christ, will have been proven to b e false t h eories. This I will endeavor
to do for we do not believe that any promise of the Lord con cernin g
what He purposed to do was defeated.
II Samuel

7:12-13

In II Samuel, chapter 7, verses 12-13, Nathan by the order of the
Lord made to David this promise , "And when thy days be fulfilled, and
thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which
shall proceed out of thy bowels, a nd 1 will establish his kingdom. He
shall build and house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom for ever." No one denies that Christ is this seed, but for the
sake of absolute proof that Christ is this promised seed, I read to you
from Galatians 3: 16 where Paul says, "Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made.
He saith not, And to seed s, as of many;
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ." Again in Revelation
22 : 16 your Bible says, "I .Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto
you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of
Davi d , an d the br ight a nd morning star ." In Act s 2: 30 Peter declares,
"Therefore
. . . knowing that God had sworn with an oat h to him
(th a t is , to David), that of the fruit of his loins, according to the
flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his (David's)
throne."
That this seed of whom the promise was made to Abraham
and
to David was the Christ, I feel there can be no disagr ee ment. The
question is, Is this "immovable kingdom" of Hebrews 12 which they
had already received , is it this kingdom promised to Christ, the seed of
David? If so, that kingdom has been here for almost two thousand
years a nd we do not have to look for its establishment
at the second
advent of Christ.
Isaiah

Let us now turn to Isaiah, chapter 2, verses 2-3. Her e your Bible
says, "And it shall come to pass (not may, but shall come to pass) in
the last days that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and
all nations shall flow unto it . And many people shall go and say, Com e
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we shall walk in
his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from .Jerusal em." That mountain
represents
governments
in
your Bible, in the field of prophetic utt era nces. I feel I should not have
to establish this , for it has always been so understood. But as we bring
Bible proof to yo u in all things that we present from time to time,
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I will now read to you from Daniel, chapter 2 to est a blish the fact
that mountain in prophecy do es repres ent governm ent or kin gdom s.
In verse 34 Dani el say s, in the d es cription of the king's dr eam, "Thou
sawest till that a ston e wa s cut out without hands, which smote the
image upon his feet th a t were of iron and clay, and brake th em to
pieces . Then was th e iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold,
brok en to pi eces to gether, and became like the chaff of the summer
threshing-floors;
and the wind carried them away, that no place was found
for them: and th e stone th at smote the image became a great mountain,
and filled the whole ea rth ." Now reading from verses 44-45 of this
same chapter, we h ea r Daniel saying, "And in the days of these kings
(the kings of this imag e described in Da niel chapter 2) shall the God
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never b e destroy ed: and the
kingdom shall not b e left to other people , but it shall bre a k in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it sh all stand for ever. Forasmuch
as thou sawest th a t the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands
and that it brok e in pi ece s the iron , the bras s , th e clay, the silver , and
the gold; the gr ea t God hath m a de known to the king what sh all come to
pass here a fter: and th e dream is certain, and the interpretation
thereof
sure." Now here it is stat e d that this "dream is certain and the inter pretation thereof sur e." There will be no failure in its being established.
In this we see thi s "stone" in verse 34 which became a "great mountain"
in verse 35, is lik ewise the "kingdom" of verse 44 "whi ch shall never
be destroyed," for this stone which became this "mountain tilling the
whole earth," and this "kingdom th a t shall stand forever" in vers e 44,
do exactly the same thing: Th ey survive in the de struction of the iron,
br a ss, silver, and go ld , a ll of whi ch re present governments
to br eak
them to pieces and con sum e them.
This being tru e, th en the "mountain of the Lord's house " in Isaiah's
prophecy can me a n nothing els e other than the "kingdom" of Daniel's
prophecy . Th ey a re not two separat e a nd distinct mountains;
two
s eparate and dist inc t k in gd oms. Th ey are the same kin gdom promis ed
David, by Nathan in II Sa muel 7: 12-13. Our question a gain is, Is this th e
same kin gdom spok en of by the writ er of H ebr ews, chapt e r 12? Or is
this kin gdom of H ebrew s 12, whi ch th ey had a t t h at tim e r eceived,
an enti r ely diff erent k in gdom? If so wh ere in the Old T e st a ment is
th ere a prophecy by an y Old T e stament prophet which foretells of thi s
kingdom of Hebr ews 12 a s on e entirely separ a te and distinct from the
on e promised to Chri st in II Sam u el 7: 12-13? Now what is th e diff erence in this kin gdom of H ebrews 12:27 that cannot be mo ve d and
the one in Daniel 2: 44 which your Bible declare s , "Shall never b e
destroyed";
that "Shall stand forever"? If they be not the same then
what is to happ en wh en this "ki n gdom that shall stand forev er" and
that "shall never be destroyed" comes into conflict with this "kingdom
If it b e not the kingthat cannot be sh a ken," which is "immovable"?
dom of II Samuel 7 and Daniel 2, then to whose seed was thi s kin gdom
promis ed? Be it r emembered that the kingdom of the Old Testam ent
prophecies was promised to David's seed only, which is Christ. Again I
ask, Who was to r eceive this kingdom of Hebrews 12 if it be not the
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kingdom of proph ecy? Who wa s to be its king if it were not the kingdom of Daniel 2 and II Sa mu el 7? My good friends, it is the same
kingdom, and Chri st, its right ful h eir, was most certainly reigning at
the time of Hebr ews 12 as King on David's throne , just as P eter in
Acts 2: 30-31 declared in the quotation I read to you a few moments past.
What

Kingdom

Was

At

Hand?

Now come with me to Matthew 3 :2 where John the Baptist say&
"Repent ye: for the kin gdom of h eaven is at hand." What kingdom was
this? Again in Ma r k 1 : 15 Christ Hims elf sa y s, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe
the
gospel." Wh a t time was fulfilled? What kingdom was at hand? It hcd
to be the on e promised before these statements
were m ade . Was this
a different kingdom from the one of Hebrews 12? In Ma tth ew 6: 10 th e
Lord taught His disciples to pray, "Thy kingdom come." What kingdom
was this they were praying should come? Is is different from this one
that had already come in Hebrews 12:28? For in Hebrews 12:28 they
had already received a kingdom that could "not be moved." Had this
part of the Lord's Prayer, as we so commonly hear it called, been
answered?
Or was this an altogether
different
kingdom from that
which the Lord said was at hand and for which He was teaching them to
pray? No, my friends, it was not a different kingdom! The kingdom
promised in the Old Testament
was the one spoken of by John and
the one for which the Lord taught them to pray. It had already come
in Hebrews 12, the pr ayer had been answered, and the kingdom had
been in existence since Pentecost,
Acts chapter 2. Let m e g ive you
one more passage concerning this kingdom. In Luke 23: 42 we have the
words of the most popular thief who ever lived on earth, so far as the
religious world is concerned. He is quoted, possibly more than the
Saviour is quoted; out of setting to be sur e, but quoted ju s t the sam e !
H ere are his words, "Lord, remember me when thou com es t into th y
If this thief knew
kingdom."
Two things I want to stress here.
anything a t all, he knew Christ had not yet come into His kin gdom.
Th e next thing is, If this thi ef knew a nythin g at all , h e kn ew the kingdom of Chrst had not at that time been set up but was to be after
Chri st died. What kingdom did th e thief have in mind? Again, if y ou
ha ve your Bible open, turn with me to Mark 14: 25 and hear Chri st
saying, "Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of th e fruit of the
vine, until th at day th at I drink it n ew in the kin g dom of God ." The
kingdom wasn't ther e a t that time, but I press a gain, Wh a t kin gdom
was this of which God spoke? Was this to be one diff erent from th e
one they had already received in Hebr ews 12? It has to be eith er the
kingdom of the Old T e stament prophets, or the on e of Heb r ews 12, il
they be different. They are not different. They are the same. The Lord's
table was partaken of by the church in Corinth, showing the church and
the kingdom of th e Old Test a ment , the kingdom of Hebrews 12, a r e
all the same people , partaking
of the supper in the kingdom of the
Lord as they pa rtook of it in the church at Corinth, I Corinthians 10: 16-
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17; I Corinthians
11: 19-30; and Acts 20: 7. If there be any doubt in
your mind concerning this being the supper commanded by the Lord
in Luke 22: 30 to be observed in His kingdom, then list en to Paul in I
Corinthians 11: 23 as he says, "I have received of the Lord that which
also I d elive red un to you, That the Lord Jesus . the same night in whic h
he was betrayed took bread: and when he had given thanks he brake
it, and said, Tak e, eat: this is my body which is broken for you: this
do in remembrance
of me." Now where were His di sc iples to "eat and
drink"? In Luke 22: 29 Christ, having instituted the supper, says to His
disciples with Him, "I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father h atb
appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom." Since by the direction of the Spirit they were eating and
drinking a t the Lord's table in the church at Corinth and in the church
in Troas, Acts 20: 7, we must conclude they we re also eating and
drinking in His kingdom, else the Spirit violated the command of God,
took the supper out of His kingdom, a nd placed it in the church.
Another thing. Th ey were to eat and drink in the church at Corinth
to "show forth the Lord's death till he come." Now at His coming this
eating· and drinking at the Lord's table was to end. If it is to end at
His coming and His kingdom is not set up until His second coming,
then pray tell me when and where anyone will ever eat and drink at
His table in the Lord's kingdom if they were not doing this in I Corinthians 11 a nd Acts 20: 7? This forever establishes
the fact that the
church and the kingdom are the same people on the earth at the same
time . The church is the people called out to serve God; the kingdom
is the government over th em while they serve God. Hence, when they
eat in the church, they eat a lso in the kingdom. The question now is,
Is this kingdom, this church, in which th ey were then eating and drinking, which they h a d this time received, was it that kingdom promi se d
to the seed of David in th e Old Test ame nt? If not what kingdom was
it? It is that same kingdom.
Why

This

Kingdom?

As I close this lesson today, I wish again to call to your attention
the reason why this kingdom was theirs at that time . Your Bible says,
"Wherefore we r eceive a kingdom that cannot be moved, let us havE
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly
fear." If not in this kin gdom; if t his kingdom has not been set up then
there is no "serving God acceptably" with grace; nor is there any such
thing as serving Him in "reverence and godly fear" since the passin g of
the law of Moses and the ushe r ing in of the New Testament.
Ah, my
friends!
This immovable kingdom which they had received was the
promised kingdom of the Old Testament proph et s. Christ was her king;
all Christians
were her subjects,
citizens of the kingdom of Christ
our Lord. God's promises did not fail. We do not have to await the coming of this kingdom. It has been here for nearly two thousand ye ars .
Will you not come today, hearing the voice that speaks from heaven,
believing this voice, repenting
of your sins, and with faith in the
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Christ whose voice we must hear through His revelation to man, the
Bible, be baptized that you may be saved, knowing that voice has said,
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," Mark 16: 16, is my
·
prayer · in His blessed name.
Be listening for the subject, ''How Men Became Citizens of This
Immovable Kingdom."

Church of Christ
501 W. 8th St.
Cisco,. Texas
Sept. 11, 1960
Highland Church of Christ
Elders c/o Mr. John F. Reese
Herald of Truth Radio and Television Program
Dear Bro. Reese:
In regard to your encouraging letter of August 30, 1960, we
couldn't say "no" .....
We held our regular business meeting of
the Church this afternoon, and considered this wonderful work of
our beloved Savior Jesus Christ. We don't think it advisable to
place greater burden on the members than they are able to bear,
for we are just meeting our budget towards a successful operation
(in the black), for which we are grateful, in the interest of this
church doing a good job for the love Christ and His Kingdom.
Our intentions are to do that which we can with God's help:
The Lord willing that we live, we plan to take a special contribution on the fifth Sunday in November. The amount that you are to
receive will be at least $50.00 regardless of how little we receive on
this day; but, through some encouragement, by preparing them for
this special offering for which we are praying, we will send you
everything over $200.00 (which we need to cover our operating
expenses).
May God bless . . . . every individual effort in this great program for good, helping us to love those precious lost, dying souls
before it is too late.
Yours in good faith,
By Halley Parker
For the Elders
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Today I am dis cus sing with you the subject announ ced, " Cit izenship In That Immov a ble Kingdom." In Hebrews 12 :28, the Bible says,
"Wh erefore we receivin g a kin gdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace, whereby we m ay serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear. " Having found in a former study of this great chapter that
this ·"Immovable kingdom ," th e "City of the living God ," this "heavenly
Jerusalem," the "church of the first-born," are all one and the same
people, it shall now be my glorious privilege to present to you the
Bible way of becoming citiz ens of this "immovable
kingdom," this
"c hurch of the first-born."
In Matthew 16: 18-19, Chri st said to Peter, "I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven." Here Christ used two terms:
church and kingdom. It is thought that the church is one thing and the
kingdom another, each existing at different times. It is commonly taught
that the Lord had intended setUng up His kingdom when He came to
ea rth but having been rejected , as they claim, by the Jewish nation ,
t hat He postponed the kin g!lom and in its stead built the church. That
a t His second coming He will aga in try to establish His kingdom . Of
course, if He intended to set it up at His first advent and was defeated
what as surance do we have that He will succeed at His second coming?
No my friends, th (lre is no need arguing about the kingdom's not being
h ere for Hebrews 12: 28 just plainly said they at that time were re ceiving that immovable kin gdom and no man can find any other kingdom
?ver promis ed by any Old Testament prophet save the kingdom promise d to the seed of David, which promise is found in II Samuel 7 : 12UL In this we have th e two-fold promise of the "kingdom"
and the
"chur ch" which the proph et calls a "house for my name." The house
here built by the seed of David for the name of Jehovah is the church
promis ed in Matthew 16: 18 for Christ never built any other house for
J ehovah than the church . In I Timothy 3: 15 Paul says , "I write t his
unto thee that thou mayest know how to behave thyself in the house
of God, which is the church of the living God." Now what is the difIt is simply this; the church is the
ference in the two expressions?
~eople call ed out of th e world to serve and worship God. The kingdom
1s the government
ruling ov er this called out group (the church) to
serv e God. Christ is the "head" of this group when spoken of a s a
1: 22-23. With reference to this kingdom
Christ is
"body" Ephesians
its king. In I Timothy 6: 15 your Bible says in speaking of the appear ing of _the Lord, "Which in his times he shall show, who is the bl~ssed
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords." Remember
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Christ is the "only potentate, King of kings, and Lord of lords ." This
being true that Chri st is the only one, th en all others who h av e, may, or
should ever claim to be this "King of kin g s" and Lord of lords" before
whom all men, nation s and kings must bow, could be nothing more than
an impostor. We must conclude th erefore from the m eaning of the
expressions, church and kingdom, . that they are the same people, living
on earth at the same time. The premill enni al the ory ha s t hem divided
into periods of time with the church existing first . They hav e the chur ch
caught up with · the Lord and ceasing to exist and th e L ord re turning to
ear th setting up His Kingdom for a 1000 years. They have two different
laws by which men enter each . I shall show to you today that people
w ere in both the "church" and the "kingdom" at the same time, at the
same places, and that they enter ed th em by the same syst em. I hav.e
just read to you where Christ said in Matthew 16: 18-19 "I will build my
church-and
I will give unto the e the keys of the kingdom of _heaven."
Here we have them u sed interchangeably,
just as the expressions kingdom and hou se are used in II Samuel 7 : 12-13, just as "mountain" and
"house of God" are u sed to refer to the same people in Isaiah chapter
2, and Micah, chapter 4. This twofold idea of the church and the king dom runs throughout the New Testament .
In Acts chapter 2, verses 16,17 and 29-35, Peter quote s the prophecies
of Joel chapter 2, verses 28-32; Psalms 110: 1-4; II Samu el 7: 12-13 as
having been fulfilled that day . II Samuel 7: 12-13 says "Wh en thy daye
are fulfilled and thou shalt sl eep with thy fathers , I will raise up thy
seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels , and I will
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my nam e, and I will
establish the throne of his kingdom for ever." This Pe t er quotes as
being fulfilled on the day of Pentecost when he said: "Th erefore being
a prophet and knowing that God hath sworn with an oath (that is to
David), to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to t he flesh he
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne ." Here we have the "thron e
of David," whi ch can meaJJ. but one thin g the "kingdom of David" with
Christ sitting upon it then as the ri ghtful heir to th e thr on e. Now in
verse 47 your Bible says, "And th e Lord added to th e church daily such
as should be saved." Here you have both the "kingdom" and the "church"
at the same time and made up of the same people. The people constituted the church ; the called out to se rve God, and th e "t hrone of
Da vid" with Christ reigning as its king, constitut ed its form of government, that should ·rule this called out group, the chur ch .
Yo11 ask, Brother Harper, wh a t did these peopl e in Acts, chapter
2, do to becom e members of this church a nd citizens of His kingdom?
·In verse 37, th ey asked "men and brethren , what shall we do?" To this
question, Peter gave this answer, "R epent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ .for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." Verse 41 says, "Th en the y that gladly
received his word were ·baptized and the same day there were added
unto them .about thre .e thousand souls ." This is what the y did . They
heard the gospel of Christ, they belie ved that gospel story concerning
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the Christ, they repented of their sins, and every one was baptized in t~e
name of the Lord for the remission of sins. This _ _number, and !his
number only, became members of the church and c1t1zens of the kmgdom of Christ on David's throne. Peter did not divide the church an_d
the kingdom by giving to them two laws by which to enter each. This
prophets, it is the ki~gdo~ of
is the kingdom of the Old Testament
Hebrews 12: 28 which they had at that time received and wh1c~ kmgdom could not be moved. The kingdom in Hebrews 12:28 is the kmgdom
of Daniel 2: 44 which should stand forever, that should never be destroyed.
In Acts 8: 12, we read these words, "But when they believed Philip
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, ,,and the ~~me of
Jesus Christ they were baptized, both men and women. Here Ph1hp was
preaching the kingdom of God to the people of Samar_ia. W:hat king~om
was this? Only one had been promised. It had been m ex1s!enc~ smce
P entecost, Acts, chapter 2, and here is Philip preaching this. kmgdom
to them. What did they do? The Bible says "They were baptized, both
men and women" when they believed Philip's preaching . But says one,
You have here only the kingdom . Where is the church in Samaria? Turn
with me now to Acts 9: 31, very next chapter, and your Bible reads
"Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria and were edified." Again we have both the "church" and the "kingdom" in Samaria at the same time, made up of the very same pe_ople
and all had to believe and be baptized, both men and women, Acts
8: 12. What Kingdom is this? What church is this? It is the on~ of II
Samuel 7:12-13 and Hebrews 12:28. There was none other pronused. _u
so where? H ere the church did not have , to cease or be caught ~P m
some kind of rapture with the Lord, for the kingdom to be established
on earth. They were both here at the same time, made up of the same
people.
Turn with me now to your Bible, this time to Colossians, chapter
1 and verses 12 through 13. It reads, "Who hath delivered us from
the power of darkness,
and hath translated
us into th_e kingdom of
his dear Son: in whom we have redemption
through his blood, even
the forgiven es s of sins ." That this refers to Christ there can be no
mistake for verse 14 identifies Him too plainly for there to. be any
question. Since therefore
this is Christ to whom _reference. 1s made,
we are now justified in saying that Paul and the brethren m Colosse
were all in the kingdom of Christ. Was this the kingdom of II Samuel
7: 12,13? of Isaiah 2 : 2-4? of Daniel 2: 44? of Matthew 16: 19? of ~ebr~ws
12: 28? If not, what kingdom is it? What prophet foretold of ~~1~ kmgdom into which they had been translated,
here called the
kmgdom
of God's dear Son" if this be not the kingdom spoken of by the prophets?
My friends, why fight your Bible? Why deny this ~ingdom has bee.n
established and teach men that it was postponed until after ~he ~ord s
return and by such make your Bible a book of false promises . The
p:ophets
c?n·
alleged failure of the promises of the Old Testament
cerning the kingdom is the reason why we have all this c?~fus10n
in our religious thinking. They say Christ came for the spec1f1c -pur-
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'pose of setting up His kingdom but was defeated and y_et Paul plainly
states in Colossians 1: 13 that he and the people to whom he is writing had all at that very time, been "translated
into the kingdom of
God's dear Son ."
"But" says one, "Brother Harper, now it is up to you to find the
church in Colosse at this same time." W ell, they did not deny the existence of the church at this time, they only deny the existence of the
kingdom of Christ. But to accommodate
the mind that may question
my lesson today, I now read to you verse 18, of this same chapter,
"And he, that is Christ, is the head of the body, the church: - who is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence."
Yes, here again w_e have both the church and
the kingdom at the same time, in the same place, and composed of
as
the same people. The · terms are used exactly in this connection
they were in II Samuel 7: 12,13 and as in Isaiah 2: 2-4, and as used
by the Lord in Matthew 16: 18,19, interchangeably,
the one including
the other for the church is the people "called out" to serve the Lord
and the kingdom is the kind of government that would rule over them
with Christ as their king.
Our question now is: What had they done to be made citizens
of the "kingdom of God's dear Son" and members of His Church? I
shall show you that they also had to believe and be baptized, that
at the time of this writing they had actually been baptized. In verse
4 of this same chapter we read, "Since we heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints" and
in Colossians, chapter 2 and verse 12, your Bible says, "Buried with
him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of
the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead." Yes, my
friends , they had to believe in Christ Jesus, and they had to be buried
with Him by baptism, wherein they were likewise raised with Him. So
again we find that citizenship
in this kingdom of God's dear Son
and membership in His church both came about by the same process,
by believing and being baptized, by a burial and a resurrection
in
the act of baptism. This is it!
As my closing argument
to prove to you that the kingdom of
Christ is here now and has been since the days of the apostles, I now
invite your attention to the last book in your Bible, the book of Revelation, chapter 1 and verse 9. If you have not been convinced thus far ,
surely this will forever settle this great truth in your heart. Hear
John; as he writes by the Spirit, says in verse 9, "I John, who also
am your brother, and companion in tribulation,
and in the kingdom
and · patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos,
for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ ." For whose
testimony?
That of Jesus Christ.
What is that testimony, John?
"I,
John am in the kingdom of Jesus Christ." Isn't it strange that men,
in the face of such plain statements
as this will rise up and 'deny
that the kingdom of Christ has been established
and shall not be
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until His second coming? But who are thes e that are in this kingdom
of Christ? Are th ey also members of th e chur ch? Listen to whom he
wrote this letter. In verse 11, here is what your Bible says , "What
thou seest, writ e in a book and send it unto the seven churches whi ch
are in Asia." Again, we h ave the kingdom of Christ and the church
at the same tim e, in the sa me places, and composed of the very same
people. The chur ch did not have to be caught up with Christ for a
period of tribulation,
during which time th e Lord destroys the kingdoms of this earth after which the Lord returns with the people who
made up His church and with them establish
or set up this kingdom promised by the prophets . Both the kingdom and the church
were on earth at this time.
Our · question now is, what had they done to become citizens of
this kingdom and members of this church? One of these churches was
the church in Ephesus. It was the church to whom He addressed His
first letter in Revelation, chapter 2. Now, turn with me to Acts 19: 1-10,
and we have the beginning of the church in Ephesus. It r eads, ''And
he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said ,
"Unto John's baptism . Then said Paul unto them, John verily baptized
w.ith the baptism of repentan ce, saying unto the people that they
should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ
Jesus . When th ey heard this they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus," and in verse 7 it says, "And the number of men were
about twelve ." Here again, in ord er to become citizens of the kingdom of Christ and members of His church, they had to believe in
Christ Jesus and be baptized in the name of the Lord, just as did all
the others from Pentecost to the closing of God's book. My friends ,
there is no other way . Do we not know our Bibl e has to be correct?
If believing in Christ and being" baptized as He commanded were d emanded of every one in the Bible who was added to the church
and who became citizens of this kingdom of Christ, do we not know
we shall have to do the sam e ?
As I now conclud e I believe I have est ablish ed beyond doubt that
th~s "immovable . kingdom" of Hebrews
12: 28 ;hich
they had received at that time has to b e the kingdom spoken of by the Old
Testament prophets;
that it is the kin gdom promis ed by the Lord in
Mat!hew 16: 19; that it is the kingdom that sh all never be destroy ed,
Dame! 2: 44 and th at cannot be moved, Hebrews 12 : 28. I have prov en
that th e church an d the kin gdom were her e on earth at the same time to
the s~m e . people, and in th e same place. Th a t all people be ca me citiz ~ns
of ~h1~ kmgdom ~nd m embers of this church by the same process, by
beh e".m~ and b em g ba ptized fo r there was not one sin gle exception
to t~1s m all the exampl es given in your Bible. We do not have to
a~a1t the Lord's second coming for this kingdom. It is here no w.
Smee all men , to become citizens of this kingdom , have to be born
of "water and the Spirit" do w e doubt now that th e way to be born
of water and the Spirit is to do wh at they did ? For who would den y
that those we have read about today were born again? So, as I close ,
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I beg of you in th e language of the writer of Hebrew s 12 : 25-29, refu se not this v oice that now speak s from heaven, whose voice shall
one day shake not onl y the earth bu t heaven itself. Become a part of
this immovable kin gdom for Paul in I Corinthians
15 : 24 says it i~
to be "delivered up to God, even the Father" and you can't affor f
not to be among that number deli ver ed by the Lord to our h eaven 1
Father to live with Him throughout
all eternity . My pr ayer in 1-1 ·
hol y name is that you will do today what they did there and be co1.
members · of His chur ch and citizen s of His kingdom.

Rt. 1; Box 2575
Oct. 17, 1960
Lathrop, Calif.
Gentlemen,
Here is my check for $15.00. I believe the audio-visual
method of teaching the Bible is the most effective method of this
modern age. I'm glad to ·help out whenever I can. God bless you
in this work.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Gladys

J. Percival

Columbia, Tenn.
Oct. 6, 1960
Dear Brethren :
•rm enclosing a check to the amount of $5.00 to help in
a small way the great work being done by the cooperation of
congregations and individuals thru the Herald of Truth - a
magnificent way of spreading the gospel.
Your sister in Christ,
Mrs. Annie Trimble

OUT OF THE MAIL BAG
Stephens, Ark.
May 20, 1960
Herald of Truth,
Abilene, Texas
Gentlemen:
Enclosed check for $10.00 for the Herald of Truth. You
have done a wonderful job and my wee bit goes to help. I am
too old to work any more so my help is small, I will send more
when I can.
It is wonderful to think more has been done for our Lord in
the last 10 years than the previous 50 years, I have been permitted to see the progress made in the past 50 years as I have
been a member longer than that.
May God's richest blessings be with all who are doing this
wonderful job.
Yours in Christ
W. H. Hogg

- -----

proof of the worth ...
Radio and television evangelism is proving its worth
in results - souls who have
heard the gospel over the
airways and gone on to become Christians.

IN NEW YORK ...
a successful young opera singer was dissat isfied with her life,
despondent, wondering about the hereafter. She be9an reading her BtbJe for consolation,
heard a HERALD OF TRUTH program which agreed with what she had been reading.
Today she is a Christian .
IN COLORADO ...
a native of Colorado, visiting in Texas, heard one gospel sermon
over a Dallas radio station that opened his eyes to the truth. He. later became a
Christian .
·
IN TEXAS ...
a young man is a gospel minister today because setnl'ons on the
HERALD OF TRUTH showed him the responsibility that individuals have to the lord.
These are

Oct. 24, 1960
Highland Church of Christ
Box 1858
Abilene, Texas
Dear Friends,
I enjoy your radio programs very much. I hear it on KCMO
Sunday mornings. Although I'm a member of the . . . . church
I do not attend regularly and your program fills the emptiness
( or part of it) I feel when I don't go.
Please enroll me in your Bible course, that I might help
my husband becoma a Christian, and help him see the fullness
of Christian fellowship.
Mrs. M. S.
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The gospel message on radio and television
out to millions. Won't you help today ...
posed amount?

I

,.
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